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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Woodley in view of Morrissey '889. 

Woodley discloses in figures 1-4 a nipple cover comprising a flexible material 
(latex), being in the shape of a hollow curve (the curved portion of 20 that the nipple fits 
into), having an inner surface (fig. 3), an outer surface (fig. 2), an adhesive 26, on the 
inner surface, the cover has a first thickness proximate the center that is greater than a 
second thickness around the periphery, providing a gradually tapering cover, the 
curvature of the outer surface is smooth, the cover is manufactured of a flexible plastic 
(latex), the nipple cover has a hollow hemisphere shape (fig. 2), the nipple cover covers 
the breast, , an absorbent pad 24, disposed on the inner surface, a plurality of holes 40 
and the adhesive is reusable. However, it could be argued that Woodley doesn't . 
disclose a hollow hemisphere shape nipple cover. Morrissey teaches in figures 1-5 a 
nipple cover 2, manufactured from a flexible material (plastic, col. 2, lines 57-60), being 
formed substantially in the shape of a hollow curved surface (convex surface), having 
an inner surface 3, an outer surface 5, substantially smooth (fig. 6), the cover has the 
shape of a hollow hemisphere (fig. 1), the cover is substantially thin (fig. 5), an 
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absorbent pad 9, disposed on the inner surface (fig. 7) and a plurality of holes 4, 
disposed in the cover. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time that the invention was made that the nipple cover disclosed by Woodley 
could be fabricated as a hollow hemisphere shape as taught by Morrissey in order to 
allow the hemisphere shape to conform to the shape of the patient's breast. In figure 5, 
of Woodley the second thickness appears to be substantially less than one half of the 
first thickness proximate the center. The device is unitary formed between the inner 
and outer surface (fig. 1). 

Claims 14 and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Woodley in view of Morrissey, along with Lee. 

Woodley discloses in figures 1-4 a nipple cover, as set forth above. Morrissey 
teaches in figures 1-5 a nipple cover as set forth above. However, neither reference 
teaches a set of nipple covers or the cover being different in shape or color. Lee 
teaches in figures 1-1 1 a breast prosthesis comprising a nipple cover 10 that can be 
tinted to match a patient skin color. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time that the invention was made that the nipple cover disclosed by 
Woodley and taught Morrissey could be fabricated of a skin color as taught by Lee in 
order to allow the cover to blend in with the patient's skin color. It is simply a matter of 
duplication to make different sets of the nipple covers. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 11,13, 15 and 21-22 are allowed. 

Conclusion 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. Hattori discloses a nipple cover. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Brown whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4972. The examiner can normally be reached on 5:30 am-4:00 pm Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gergory Huson can be reached on 571-272-4887. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



M. Brown 
April 10, 2006 




MICHAEL A. BROWN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



